MATTHEW CONRAD
matthewconradopen@gmail.com  ⬪  918-408-5270 ⬪ 53 Storrs Heights Rd., Storrs CT, 06268


EDUCATION
University of Connecticut – Storrs, CT                     			   June 2022 – Present
PhD, Anthropology
Key Research: Religion, Statistical Modeling, Secularization, Survey Methods

Rice University – Houston, TX                                                                                       May 2022                                                                                                                        Master of Arts, Religion

University of Oklahoma – Norman, OK                                                                        May 2019                                                                                                      
Bachelor of Arts, International Studies (Magna Cum Laude)

PUBLICATIONS
	2026
	Conrad, Matthew, and Conrad Hackett. “How measurement changes exaggerate the growth of religious nones” Sociological Sciences 13: 89-108.

	2026
	Samore, Theo, Richard Sosis, John Shaver, Radim Chvaja, Matthew Conrad, Anushe Hassan, Robert Flynch, Susan Schaffnit, Laure Spake, Joseph Watts, Mary K. Shenk, Rebecca Sear, and Nurul Alam. “Religious Parents Receive More Alloparental Support in Rural Bangladesh.” Evolutionary Human Sciences, 8, e5. doi:10.1017/ehs.2025.10029

	2025
	Conrad, Matthew. “Worldview Education as Model Alignment.” Religion, Brain, & Behavior.

	2024
	Conrad, Matthew, and Whitney Tabor. “Intermediate flexibility in cooperation games prevents free riding, polarization, and societal disintegration.” Collective Intelligence 3(4): 1-16. 

	2023
	Conrad, Matthew. “Religion Survives, but does it Thrive?” Religion, Brain & Behavior 14 no. 1, pp. 68-73. 



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Graduate Research Intern – Pew Research Center, D.C.                 Summer, 2024; Summer, 2026
· Collected information from 150 sources to inform work on projecting religious commitment in several countries around the world (2026)
· Analyzed large datasets of religious composition estimates for over 180 countries using RMarkdown (2024)
· Created a dataset compiling information about how censuses and surveys measure religious identities (2024)


Instructor of Record – University of Connecticut  		  		              2025-Present
· ANTH 3401: World Religions
· ANTH1000: People and Cultures of the World

Doctoral Fellow – Center for Mind and Culture, Boston, MA                                   2023-Present
· Constructed a 200+ item survey designed to measure religious identity and ritual practices. 
· Processed data from 3,700 survey participants in R. Created and currently maintain a full variable codebook alongside scripts to clean and analyze data. 

Doctoral Fellow – Evolutionary Demography of Religion Project			  2023-Present
· Cleaned large datasets on child health outcomes using R.
· Wrote reports on social network sizes and fertility variation in The Gambia.

Graduate Teaching Assistant – University of Connecticut  		  	              2022-Present
· ANTH1000: People and Cultures of the World


	2023
	Connecticut Institute for the Brain and Cognitive Sciences: “Modeling Social Coordination.”
	$10,000


GRANTS

PRESENTATIONS AND GUEST LECTURES
	2026
	“Multiple Pathways link Fertility and Religion among the Amish,” Association for the Study of Religion, Economics, and Culture.

	2025
	“Nonreligious Rituals in the Spiritual Marketplace,” Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Minneapolis.

	2025
	“Ritual Practices among the Spiritual but not Religious,” Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Minneapolis.

	2025
	“Phylogenetic Regression for Cross-National Models of Secularization,” Evolutionary Demography of Religion Workshop.

	2024
	“Variation in Amish Fertility,” Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Pittsburg. 

	2022
	“Optimal Synergy in the Slider Game, a Group Coordination Game,” UConn’s Perceiving Acting Workshop. 



SKILLS AND SOFTWARES
R, Python, MATLAB, Vensim, Gephi, WordPress, NetLogo, Excel, and LaTeX
